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SEND POLICY AT BRANDLEHOW
Our Vision Statement

‘Equality’ not ‘Inclusion’

“Inclusion is a positive word, frequently
used in relation to Special Needs, but
because it subtly and innocently implies a
hierarchy, where some include others, we
prefer the word equality, where every
child is equally important, special and
valued.”

- James Lacey (Brandlehow Headteacher)

1. VALUES AND AIMS

At Brandlehow we have a shared expectation that the school provides a broad and
balanced curriculum for all children, regardless of their particular needs, and an
equal access to learning from their individual starting points. We strive to provide
an education that will enable all children to make the best possible progress in
school and to feel that they are a valued member of the wider school community.
The school recognises that pupils will attain at different levels at different times and

some will require an increased level of support to achieve this progress.
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Brandlehow Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share

this commitment.

At Brandlehow our policy and practice is designed to promote pupils working
towards becoming independent and resilient learners and should not be seen in
isolation from the school’'s wider context and ethos. We support all children to
achieve their full potential and to develop the skills and strategies required for them
to become independent learners. We will support children to develop a positive
self-image and approach to their learning experiences. We value a collaborative
approach, ensuring that the voices of the children and families/carers are heard
and valued. We are committed to creating an environment where there is a feeling

that all belong.

This SEND policy outlines how Brandlehow aims to meet the additional needs of all
children and should be read in conjunction with the school’s Equality Policy.
Aims:
e to explain the roles and responsibilities of everyone involved in providing for
children with Special Educational Needs
e to highlight the assessment process of identifying SEND
e to demonstrate steps for monitoring progress

e to highlight examples of provision to increase opportunities for succes



Brandlehow Primary School

Brandlehow Road, Putney, London, SW15 2ED
Tel: 020 8874 5429 o Fax: 020 8875 9502 e Email: info@brandlehow.wandsworth.sch.uk

2. IDENTIFICATION, ASSESSMENT AND ADMISSION

Identification

We recognise the importance of early identification of additional needs and aim to
identify patterns and features of SEND as soon as possible. Identification of need is
most likely to come from the carer(s) or Class Teacher shortly after joining the school
environment. In some instances, masking may be proficient or a need may not be as
evident making early identification more difficult.
The skills and levels of attainment of all children are assessed on entry, building on
information from their previous setting. An ongoing system of progress monitoring takes
place across the school on a half-termly basis. This identifies pupils who are not making
expected progress and may include progress in other areas other than attainment,
such as social, emotional and mental health, speech and language and physical
ability. The purpose of this is to work out what action and support the school needs to
take, not to fit a child into a category. The whole needs of the child will be
considered. It may be the case that attainment and progress are the initial indicators
of additional need.
The school recognises that other factors may impact on a child’'s progress and
attainment but do not necessarily mean a child/young person has a special
educational need.

This might be:

e Disability, where reasonable adjustments under the Disability Equality Legislation

will enable a child to make expected progress.

e Atftendance

e Health and Welfare

e English as an additional language

e Being in receipt of Pupil Premium grant
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e Being alooked after child.

e Being a child who experiences frequent locational moves.

Levels of Support and Assessment
Pre-SEND/Additional Support

The SENCO/Subject leads may offer advice about effective teaching and learning
strategies and interventions that may help to narrow the gap or accelerate progress.
Resources will be shared and opportunities for CPD given. General advice from

outside specialists may be sought.

SEND support

In consultation with parents a child may move onto the school SEND register where
they can access increased targeted support, assessment and support from external
agencies. The teacher will have completed an Initial Concerns Form prior to this

meeting. SEND Support Identification Process

If a child is given a SEND diagnosis or they fail to make expected progress the decision
to place them onto the SEND register may be made. At this stage, other assessments
may be considered:

Wandsworth Universal Services

Wandsworth LNSS Referral

Wandsworth NSS Referral

Educational Health Care Plans

These requests can be made by school, parents or other professionals involved with


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZNLpfL_7YbnIQKUVz8-9L7BoLBO7dzPnV5jXOVzum2A/edit?usp=sharing
https://fis.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/advice.page?id=mUSnUT69qdw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/189385run1_WpUiPgvPJJIpl4eMq6lwH2AJp8kEBQuV4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/173ioaYlP1GDbLTr71D4Erl_pDBRPvW_2z8UQ5otPclI/edit?usp=sharing
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the child. Requests for an Educational Health Care Needs Assessment are made when a
child is not able to progress and learn without support because of their high level of need.
These requests are considered by the Local Authority.Requests can be made during a
child’s school life by the school or by carers.These requests are made if the child is not
making expected progress (from their own starting points) and usually following up to
three cycles of targeted SEND support. Plus it can be shown and costed that SEND
support has been in place but that support above and beyond this is required to ensure

progress and success in their individual attainment.

EHCNA Process

Further to specialist teaching approaches listed above, if a child continues to
demonstrate significant cause for concern, a TAC meeting to discuss the potential
need for an EHCP will be arranged including the parents/carers, SEND team and alll
relevant agencies. From this meeting ‘next steps’ shall be agreed and managed by

the appropriate agency.

A range of written evidence is collected and submitted to the Local Authority Special
Needs Assessment Service from all parties involved with the child’s education and

health provision.

The EHCP, if awarded, is reviewed annually and targets are set termly in conjunction
with teachers, SEND team and parents/carers.

Admissions

There are no different admission arrangements for pupils with SEN who do not have
EHCPs (see admissions policy). Children applying with EHCPs will have their needs
assessed and admission agreed in line with the admissions policy and SEN Code of

Practice, gaining priority admission if the school is able to provide for their needs. The


https://fis.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/advice.page?id=VpY3jHa0LDo
https://www.brandlehowschool.org.uk/Admissions/

Brandlehow Primary School

Brandlehow Road, Putney, London, SW15 2ED
Tel: 020 8874 5429 o Fax: 020 8875 9502 e Email: info@brandlehow.wandsworth.sch.uk

school will make every effort to meet the needs of SEN children but must also consider

the needs of existing pupils when making decisions around consultations.
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3. AREAS OF NEED

There are four broad areas of need with SEND:

1. Cognition and Learning Needs - including literacy and numeracy difficulties, children with Dyslexia and Dyscalculia,.

2. Communication and Interaction Needs - including children/young people with Autism and Speech, Language and
Communication Needs.

3. Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs - including children and young people with ADHD.

4. Sensory and/or Physical Needs - including children and young people with Hearing, Visual Impairment, Cerebral Palsy

Area of Need Related Possible Behaviours Internal Provision External Provision
Diagnosis . .
Types of Provision
Social, Mental ADHD e struggling fto manage PSHE lessons Educational Psychology Service.
and Emotional relafionships
Health e being withdrawn Behaviour plans An Educational Psychologist can
e disruptive behaviour come in to school
e Self Horm Emotional Literacy Support Assistants fo assess children and meet with
e Disordered Eating parents/carers.

*See Behaviour Policy for further details | We can ask for support from the
Victoria Drive

The ELSAs work 1:1 or in small groups, Primary Pupil Referral Unit Outreach
providing Team based in Southfields.

support on self-esteem, anger
management We can refer children to the



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ys4cQh_GzcT_E2DujSUHRublQlsRmEyRp-Fcdpw7aMY/edit?usp=sharing
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difficulties and bereavement among
another things.

We employ staff members frained in the
Management of Perceived and Actual
Aggression

(MAPA). The focus of MAPA

Children’s and
Adolescent Mental Health Service
(CAMHS).

Cognition and
Learning

Dyslexia

Dyscalculia

problems learning the
names and sounds of
letters

spelling that's
unpredictable and
inconsistent

confusion over letters that
look similar and reversing
(such as writing "b" instead
of "d")

difficulty counting
backwards

difficulty remembering
'‘basic' facts

slow to perform
calculations

Dyslexia Friendly literacy equipment e.g.
reading rulers, writing slopes, specific
pens.

Advice, support and CPD from WLNSS

Dyslexia screening for KS1 children with
support of WLNSS

Class based Literacy and Maths Support
groups.

Literacy Interventions e.g. TRUGS, Rapid
Read

Maths Interventions with concrete
resources e.g. Numicon, Deans

Referral to Wandsworth Literacy
and Numeracy Service.

The specialist LSS Teacher assesses
for specific literacy difficulties and
Dyslexic features. (see assessment
links above).

Referral to Educational Psychologist
The EP can complete verbal and
non-verbal assessments/

Communication
and Interaction

SLCN - Speech,
Language and
Communication
Needs

difficulties with production
of speech sounds
difficulty with expressive
and receptive language

Playground support

Social Thinking Group Work

Families and teachers can seek
advice from the Wandsworth
Autism Advisory Service.
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the presence of restrictive

Zones of Regulation.

We can refer families to

Physical Need

Developmental
Co-ordination
Disorder
(Dyspraxia)

Hearing
Impairment
Visual
Impairments

Difficulty grasping or
holding on to objects.
Weakness of muscles or
stiffness on one side of the
body

Poor balance

equipment e.g. fiddle toys, wobble
cushion
Occupational Therapy and

Physiotherapy input from professionals.

Use of sensory room and resources o
build muscle strength and
proprioception e.g. Scootfer Boards,
therma bands

Hearing aids and Class Radio aids
Appropriate font size and class
placement.

ASC - Autistic and repetitive behaviors Wandsworth Autism Advisory
Spectrum poorly developed social TEACCH strategies Service for a package of support.
Condition skills, Lego Therapy

Sensory and/or Hemiplegia impaired motor skills. Attention and Sensory Feedback We access Occupational Therapy

and Physiotherapy packages of
support

Support from the Wandsworth
Hearing Impairment Service

Support from the Wandsworth
Vision Impairment Service

Behaviour management procedures for SEN children accord with the Behaviour Policy 2021 and may follow guidance and

support from outside agencies where appropriate to an individual case.



https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1rIA5Nk26cvEAbAVzs_ULdg-HHcx7VIMLQQeX7xqhbNs/edit
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4. FUNDING- VM

Each financial year the SENCO presents a budget plan to the Head Teacher to ensure the
allocation of equipment and facilities for the needs of the SEND pupils.

Links to Wandsworth Local Offer and to Wandsworth Local Authority quidance of
Ordinarily Available Provision for details of Local Authority funding.

5. IMPLEMENTATION OF SUPPORT

Children with SEN are offered full access to a broad, balanced and relevant
education through use of the graduated approach and the four-part cycle of assess,
plan, do, review. The class or subject teacher will work with the SENCO to carry out a
clear analysis of the pupil’'s needs and wherever possible, adjustments will be made to
allow the child to access the class curriculum, fopics and texts. This can include but is
not limited to:

- the use of aids

- additional adult support

- additional space/flexible timetabling

- carefully planned access to space/transport/ facilities
The Graduated Response consists of:

1. Quality First Teaching - Quality First Teaching, differentiated for individual

children, is the first step in meeting the needs of any pupil who has or may have
special educational needs. Class Teachers are responsible and accountable for
the progress and learning of the pupils in their class.

2. Wave 2 Interventions - We provide a number of interventions within classroom

space.All intferventions should be planned and monitored by the class teacher
and delivered by staff who have had appropriate training. Interventions follow

the following structure:


https://fis.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/localoffer.page?familychannel=2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19YYDZ35l9u1gEuMw7wLcWw8vTyQ8oVhJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19YYDZ35l9u1gEuMw7wLcWw8vTyQ8oVhJ/view?usp=sharing
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Assess - When identifying a child as needing SEND support information is gathered to
analyse the child’'s needs. Where there is little improvement to the child’s progress
(following Quality First Teaching and class/school based interventions and support)
more specialist assessment will then take place

Plan - Interventions based on the outcome of assessment are planned and a review
period is agreed. ( Half-termly or termly)

Do - The class teacher remains responsible for the intervention and working with the
child on a daily basis. With the support from the SENCO, Phase and Subject leads, they
should oversee the intervention

Review - The effectiveness of the intervention will be monitored regularly by the class
teacher. Individual targets for the provision will be reviewed as part of the school’s

cycle of progress monitoring.

The school refers to the Wandsworth Local Authority guidance of Ordinarily Available

Provision for guidance on support.

We aim to give Extra-Curricular Activities the same equal access as our curriculum offer.
All of our external clubs/activities are made aware of this and are requested to provide
necessary support/equipment to achieve this, including our before-and after-school
clubs. School visits, concerts and external visitors are available to all our pupils - See
Educational Visits Guide for more information. We are committed to ongoing
improvement of the physical environment to enable disabled pupils to take better

advantage of the educational and wellbeing benefits of our facilities and provision. See

Brandlehow's Equdlity Objectives and Accessibility Scheme

5. EVALUATING PROVISION

We evaluate the effectiveness of provision for pupils with SEN by:


https://drive.google.com/file/d/19YYDZ35l9u1gEuMw7wLcWw8vTyQ8oVhJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19YYDZ35l9u1gEuMw7wLcWw8vTyQ8oVhJ/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ovvB3zKrcHbqyjyPMc6a6eSaqqwl_vY13zyFGyW8kxk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hsj7jcrmkM5fmuiLokj4K8NYQ4g7lQOzMe7dSTnmEac/edit?usp=sharing
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e Reviewing pupils’ individual progress towards their goals each term

e Reviewing the impact of interventions as part of the four-part cycle

e Using pupil questionnaires

e Monitoring in individual subjects by the SENCO and subject coordinators
e Using provision maps to measure progress

e Termly Pupil Progress meetings

e Holding annual reviews for pupils with EHC plans

Records of interventions are kept through the school, class and individual provision
maps. The effectiveness of interventions are regularly monitored on a half termly basis,
or more frequently for certain interventions.

Individual children’s targets are assessed and reviewed as part of the school’s cycle of

progress monitoring.

6. CONSULTING PUPILS

The views of the child are sought and taken into account through regular involvement
and discussion about their progress and provision through the use of pupil passports,
and pupil voice input into termly SEND support plans to set individual targets and
review of progress. This is to ensure that the route of their education links to the child
and family’s aspirations.

7. CONSULTING PARENTS
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Carers have a vital role to play in supporting their child’s happiness, progression and
safety at school and we value open dialogue with carers throughout their child’s
education. From early discussions when identifying the need for additional provision
and support to regular updates and opportunities for feedback, the experience of the
school and home is integrated.
These conversations aim to ensure that:
e Everyone develops a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of strength and
difficulty
e We take info account the carers’ concerns, views and values as well as their
knowledge and observations of the child
e Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child

e Everyone is clear on the attainment, progress and next steps

Parents may not be informed of initial anonymous advice seeking from external
agencies but where further action is required all referrals and named discussions will
only take place with parental consent. We will formally notify carers when it is decided
that a pupil will receive SEN support and at no stage will decisions be made without

the support of carers.

Brandlehow will support carers to access suitable training and guidance to ensure

their understanding of their childs’ needs.

8. TRAINING - STAFF AND COMMUNITY

SEND Continuous Professional Development is the shared responsibility of the Deputy for
Development and SENCO. Our aim is to ensure all staff have a working understanding of
of each individual child’s needs as well as recognition of patterns, behaviours and
supporting techniques. Our Class Teachers are frained to plan for progression and to

create and implement individual plans. Regular opportunities for reviewing these plans will
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be provided and Class Teachers are reminded to liaise with the SENCO throughout the
year for support and guidance. Class teachers will be guided to work with carers to
support children inside and outside the classroom and we will take guidance from parents
to support specific training for their children’s needs.

We access training from a range of providers, including those listed below under

Resources.

Class teachers or the SENCO may have anonymous discussions with external
agencies, (for example the school’s Educational Psychologist or Behaviour Learning
Support team, Literacy Support Service etc.) before proceeding to aid
implementation of in-school support. No names will be mentioned at this stage without
parental consent. If any further specialist/external action is deemed suitable, parents

will be contacted and parental permission will be sought for such involvement.

We have a growing number of support staff trained as Emotional Literacy Support

Assistants, supervised by the Educational Psychology Service. The ELSAs work 1:1 or in small
groups, providing support on self-esteem, anger management difficulties and

bereavement among another things.

We employ staff members trained in the Management of Perceived and Actual
Aggression (MAPA). The focus of MAPA is to de-escalate challenging behaviour safely.
We access support from the Victoria Drive Primary Pupil Referral Unit Outr h Team and

can refer children to the Children’'s and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS).

10. COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

In the first instance you should talk to your child’s class teacher. The SENCO may also

be involved in these discussions.


https://www.elsanetwork.org/area_contact/wandsworth/
https://www.elsanetwork.org/area_contact/wandsworth/
https://www.victoriapru.wandsworth.sch.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/your-guide-to-support/guide-to-camhs/
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Parents/carers can take advice from WIASS, the Wandsworth Information and Advice
Service.
If concerns continue about support or progress the matter can be referred to the

Head Teacher and SEND Governor in line with Brandlehow's Complaints Policy.

11. RESOURCES

Agencies who provide support and training for children with SEND

Schools and Community Psychology Service

Wandsworth Literacy and Numeracy Service

Wandsworth Autism Advisory Service

The Hearing Impairment Service

The Visual Impairment Service

Wandsworth Training and Professional Development

Wandsworth Early Years SEND support Service

Makaton

Wandsworth School Nurse

Developmental Pediatrics - ADHD support

Victoria Drive Primary Pupil Referral Unit Quireach Team

Schools Speech and Language Therapy Service

Occupdational Therapy Service
Children's and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)



https://docs.google.com/document/d/15HPKA2XsRoZ_qd_DFeI5xVgZyZuTCiRH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101922989149507125149&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/schools-and-admissions/schools-and-community-psychology-service/
https://thrive.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/service.page?id=vOUM2_MLd2I
https://thrive.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/service.page?id=7yglf9Spt1U&familychannel=0d=D3O6_gTjeoM&familychannel=0
https://thrive.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/service.page?id=h1DHCyk-1mk
https://fis.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/service.page?id=T0N779mg9hU
https://www.nasen.org.uk/
https://ican.org.uk/
https://www.tpd.org.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://thrive.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/service.page?id=bNsbMManLcQ
https://makaton.org/
https://thrive.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/service.page?id=kpuwyYu4a7I
https://www.stgeorges.nhs.uk/service/childrens-services-2/childrens-medicine/adhd-service/
https://www.victoriapru.wandsworth.sch.uk/
https://www.elft.nhs.uk/scyps/our-services/speech-and-language-therapy-slt-service-schools
https://thrive.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/service.page?id=sVr83bz7J-4
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/your-guide-to-support/guide-to-camhs/
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Sensory Support Service

SHARED LANGUAGE:

SEND - (As defined by the Children’s and families bill 2013 and SEN code of practice
2014) A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability
which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. A child of
compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they:
(a) have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the maijority of others of the
same age; or

(b) have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational
facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools
or mainstream post-16 institutions.

A child under compulsory school age has special educational needs if they fall within
the definition at (a) or (b) above or would so do if special educational provision was
not made for them (Clause 20 Children and Families Bill).

This is a broad definition covering children and young people from 0- 25 years of age.
Where a child or young person has a disability or health condition which requires

special educational provision to be made, they will be covered by the SEN definition.

Special educational provision -Educational provision which is additional to, or
otherwise different from the educational provision made generally for children of their

age.

LSA - Learning Support Assistant. A member of the Brandlehow Support Staff who

assists in the provision of children with SEND.


https://thrive.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/service.page?id=ARBeRGb5Tog
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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The SEND team consists of:

Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) — Vicky Morgan

Special Educational Needs Administrator — Vicky Smith

Overseeing the provision of SEN within the school is the responsibility of the Governors
and the Head teacher.

James Lacey(Headteacher) and Vicky Morgan (SENCO) are responsible for reviewing
and implementing this policy.

Roles and Responsibilities

LEGISLATION AND STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

This policy and our information report is based on advice from the Department for
Education (DfE) on:

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice

Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014,

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Reqgulations 2014

The Equality Act 2010

Keeping Children Safe in Education

Supporting pupils with medical conditions at school

SEND INFORMATION REPORT

The SENCO updates Brandlehow's SEND Information Report annually. As explained in

paragraph 6.81 of the SEND Code of Practice, linked above.The SEN information report

must contain information on your school's SEN provision, such as:


https://docs.google.com/document/d/140m8Lx5Dpj3ZNsqnjC3pSWakwgF9bPt3tmvzxX2beOg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/part/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/equality-act-2010-advice-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions--3
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1orcByTVGR93vfpRcNcwmtxRR5zak-CnGN7f0qZRZWsM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
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e Arrangements for consulting parents and young people with SEN and involving
parents in their child's education

e Details on identifying pupils with SEN and assessing their needs

e Support available in different areas for pupils with SEN, and

e How your school is implementing its SEN policy

APPENDIX:

. SEND Support Identification Process
. Types of Provision

1

2

3. Roles and Responsibilities

4, Wandsworth Local Authority guidance of Ordinarily Available Provision

Author: Vicky Morgan

Date of Review: TBC

For queries, contact Brandlehow SENCO Vicky Morgan:
vicky.morgan@brandlehow.wandsworth.sch.uk

or via info@brandlehow.wandsworth.sch.uk


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZNLpfL_7YbnIQKUVz8-9L7BoLBO7dzPnV5jXOVzum2A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ys4cQh_GzcT_E2DujSUHRublQlsRmEyRp-Fcdpw7aMY/edit?usp=sharing
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Happy, Safe and Learning:
Achieving and Succeeding
Together
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