Pupil premium strategy statement — Brandlehow Primary School

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium funding to help improve the

attainment of our disadvantaged pupils.

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this
academic year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year.

School overview

covers

Detail Data
Number of pupils in school 393
Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 9.9%
Academic year that our current pupil premium strategy plan | 2025/26

Date this statement was published

Updated February 2026

Date on which it will be reviewed

September 2026

Statement authorised by

Pupil premium lead

Lisa Dunning

Governor / Trustee lead

Funding overview

Detail Amount
Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £33,465
Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years | £0

Total budget for this academic year £33,465




Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan

Statement of intent

Our intention is that all pupils, irrespective of their background or the challenges they
face, make good progress and achieve high attainment across all subject areas. The
focus of our pupil premium strategy is to support disadvantaged pupils to achieve that
goal, including progress for those who are already high attainers.

We will consider the challenges faced by vulnerable pupils, such as those who have a
social worker and young carers. The activity we have outlined in this statement is also
intended to support their needs, regardless of whether they are entitled to Pupil
Premium funding or not.

Quality First Teaching is at the heart of our approach, with a focus on areas in which
disadvantaged pupils require the most support. We believe that this will benefit all
pupils in our school. Implicit in the intended outcomes detailed below, is the intention
that non-disadvantaged pupils’ attainment will be sustained and improved alongside
progress for their disadvantaged peers.

We have a small number of pupils entitled to funding as service children (6). As part of
our plan, these children are entitled to many of the same benefits as those entitled to
Pupil Premium funding. Generally these families have members of the armed forces
who are of a relatively high rank and do not often therefore experience the same
challenges as many service pupils.

Our approach will be responsive to common challenges and individual needs, not
assumptions about the impact of disadvantage. The approaches we have adopted
complement each other to help pupils excel. To ensure they are effective we will:

e ensure disadvantaged pupils are challenged in the work that they're set
regardless of their starting point.

e adopt a whole school approach in which all staff take responsibility for
disadvantaged pupils’ outcomes and raise expectations of what they can
achieve.

e Support disadvantaged pupils with their social and emotional needs in order to
support academic achievement.




Challenges

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our
disadvantaged pupils.

Challenge
number

Detail of challenge

1

Assessments indicate that Maths attainment among disadvantaged
pupils is below that of non-disadvantaged pupils.

In Autumn 2024, 59.2% of our disadvantaged pupils in Years 1-6 were
below age-related expectations in Maths compared to 25% of the cohorts
as a whole.

In Autumn 2024, 0% of our disadvantaged pupils in Years 1-6 were
above age-related expectations in Maths compared to 6.9% of the
cohorts as a whole.

In Autumn 2024, 75% (3) of our disadvantaged pupils in Reception were
below age-related expectations in Number compared to 27.1% of the
cohort as a whole.

Assessments indicate that writing attainment among disadvantaged
pupils is below that of non-disadvantaged pupils.

In Autumn 2024, 81.4% of our disadvantaged pupils in Years 1-6 were
below age-related expectations in Writing compared to 47% of the
cohorts as a whole.

In Autumn 2024, 0% of our disadvantaged pupils in Years 1-6 were
above age-related expectations in Writing compared to 4.3% of the
cohorts as a whole.

In Autumn 2024, 75% (3) of our disadvantaged pupils in Reception were
below age-related expectations in writing compared to 37.5% of the
cohort as a whole.

Our observations and discussions with pupils and families have identified
social and emotional issues for many pupils, in particular anxiety and
response to trauma. These challenges particularly affect disadvantaged
pupils, including their attainment.

Teacher and parent referrals for emotional support remain high. In
2024/25 14 pupils (6 of whom are disadvantaged) require additional
support with social and emotional needs (ELSA). In 2024/25, 6 pupils
accessed drama or music therapy (4 of whom are disadvantaged) There
is a waiting list for ELSA and therapy.

Our observations and discussions with pupils and families have identified
a lack of enrichment opportunities for many of our disadvantaged pupils;
including access to the same extra-curricular activities as their peers.
This can be a financial issue or a lack of awareness of the opportunities
available.




5 Our attendance data for Autumn 2024 indicates that attendance for PP
pupils was 93.8% compared to 96.7% for the whole school

Our assessments and observations indicate that absenteeism is
negatively impacting disadvantaged pupils’ progress, including persistent
absence.

Intended outcomes

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan,
and how we will measure whether they have been achieved.

Intended outcome Success criteria

Improved writing attainment among Writing outcomes show that more

disadvantaged pupils. disadvantaged pupils met the expected
standard having made accelerated
progress.

Writing outcomes show that more
disadvantaged pupils exceed the
expected standard having made
accelerated progress.

Improved maths attainment among Maths outcomes show that more

disadvantaged pupils. disadvantaged pupils met the expected
standard having made accelerated
progress.

Maths outcomes show that more
disadvantaged pupils exceed the
expected standard having made
accelerated progress.

To achieve and sustain improved wellbeing | Sustained high levels of wellbeing and
for all pupils in our school, particularly our | improve wellbeing for individuals
disadvantaged pupils. demonstrated by:

e qualitative data from student voice,
student surveys and teacher
observations

e a significant increase in
participation in enrichment
activities, particularly among
disadvantaged pupils.

e Feedback from parents, teachers,
ELSAs and therapists on
academic and social/emotional
progress for individuals.




disadvantaged pupils.

To achieve and sustain improved
attendance for all pupils, particularly our

school.

Sustained high attendance for the whole

The attendance gap between
disadvantaged pupils and their
non-disadvantaged peers being reduced.

The percentage of all pupils who are
persistently absent being reduced.

Activity in this academic year

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium funding this academic year to
address the challenges listed above.

Teaching

Budgeted cost: £0

HLTA/unqualified teacher
placed within Years 4, 5 and
6 three mornings per week to
support with small group
Maths work and individual
conferencing in writing.

and Learning Toolkit | EEF

Small group tuition | Teaching
and Learning Toolkit | EEF

Activity Evidence that supports this | Challenge

approach number(s)
addressed

Development of our maths | The EEF guidance is based on |12

and writing teaching and a range of the best available

curriculum planning in line evidence:

EEF guidance, Writing for : e

Pleasure, White Rose and IST: cr;(;\élgqawc? tgematlcs n Koy

NCETM

We will fund teacher release https://www.ncetm.ora.uk/

H _%g_

time to embed key elements

of guidance in school and to

access Maths Hub resources | https://writing4pleasure.com/

and CPD (including Teaching

for Mastery training and W4P

training).

No direct cost as will be

covered internally

Targeted staffing n ne tuition | Teachin 1,2



https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/maths-ks-2-3
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/maths-ks-2-3
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/
https://writing4pleasure.com/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/one-to-one-tuition
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition/

Targeted academic support

Budgeted cost: £9000

3 Specialist
resources employed
to support Upper
KS1 and KS2
children 1:1.

4 Also to share
expertise/resources
with teaching and
support staff across
school.

5 Budgeted:
£2000 from PP
budget

6 Summer
term 2025 only

Numeracy:

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educatio
n-eviden idance-r rts/maths-ks-2-

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge
number(s)
addresse
d

One to one and Tuition targeted at specific needs and knowledge 1,2

small group tuition | gaps can be an effective method to support low

for pupils in need of | attaining pupils or those falling behind:

additional support | https: tionendowmentfoundation.org. tion-

in Year 3 (Reading, | evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit?

writing and Maths)

and Year 4

(Writing) delivered

in addition to, and

linked with, normal

lessons.

1 Budgeted:

£5400 (Agency TA

72 a term)

2 Literacy/Nu | Literacy: 1,2
meracy Support https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educatio
Specialists: n-evidence/quidance-reports/literacy-ks2

Targeted Maths
Support- run as an
additional
intervention-mixed
year groups across
KS2. WTS and
targeted GDS pupils

Budgeted: £1600
(Autumn 2 and
Spring Terms)

https://www.daisyeducationuk.com/dreambox-maths/wha
t-is-dreambox-maths



https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit?
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit?
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/maths-ks-2-3
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/maths-ks-2-3
https://www.daisyeducationuk.com/dreambox-maths/what-is-dreambox-maths
https://www.daisyeducationuk.com/dreambox-maths/what-is-dreambox-maths

Wider strategies

Budgeted cost: £23,420

Activity Evidence that supports this Challenge
approach number(s)
addressed
Emotional Literacy On average, SEL interventions have an 3,5
Support (ELSA): identifiable and significant impact on
1:1 sessions to support attitudes to learning, social relationships
the teaching of: in school and attainment itself (four
-emotional literacy or months' additional progress on
emotional intelligence average).
-increased
understanding of
emoﬁons Surrounding Although SEL interventions are almOSt
bereavement always perceived to improve emotional
-social skills, friendships _or attitud_inal outcomes, not all .
and anger rr’ianagement interventions are equally effective at
- ) raising attainment. Improvements
-reflection and increased | annear more likely when SEL
abilities as a reflective approaches are embedded into routine
learner. educational practices and supported by
professional development and training
for staff. In addition, the implementation
Budgeted: £4000 from of the programme and the degree to
PP budget which teachers are committed to the
approach appear to be important.
Includes 3 trained
ELSAs and ELSA https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.
supervision uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-to
olkit/social-and-emotional-learning
Staff lunch with PP Helping to nurture friendships and 3,5
children introduce shared interests in target PP
children. Build important attachments
for some children who lack these in their
home lives. Children build good bonds
Budgeted: £200 with the adults working with them.
7 Milk for all PP As a supplement to their diet, milk is
children offered to all children in receipt of the
Pupil Premium grant.
8 Budgeted: £250
Access to residential To ensure that all pupils have access to 4

visits, transport paid
for educational visits,
places funded for
music lessons etc for
PP and vulnerable
families

extra-curricular and educational visits,
transport costs (e.g. for swimming) are
funded, support with residential visit
costs and activities such as the Science
Museum sleepover.



https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning

9 Budgeted:
£3000

Music lessons and Rock Steady lessons
are also subsidised for some pupils.

10
‘Storytime’ magazine 11 The magazine is aimed at 4
subscription reading for pleasure- gives reluctant
PP children in Years readers a bright and colourful magazine
2-6 children to receive with short stories to encourage reading.
the magazine monthly Also gives children access to regular
new stories if books are limited at home.
Budgeted: £900 12 The children will take the
magazine home to read. Additional
copies will also be ordered for children to
access outside at lunchtimes in fine
weather.
Free places at 13 Attendance before school can 5,4
Breakfast Club and ensure children have eaten and have the
After School Club energy they need for the school day. It
also improves punctuality and potential
access to early morning interventions.
Budgeted: £1000 14 Dinner is provided at ASC.
15 Access to both clubs is a social
(reduced from last experience.
year due to Magic
Breakfast)
‘16_ ACC?SS to Individual and group sessions in 3,5
Mindheart’ creative Art/Drama/Play/Music therapy.
therapies
The relevant therapist will be on site
one day a week for 10 weeks per term
to work with small groups/individual
17 Budgeted £4690 | pupils. They are contracted for
per term (£14,070) additional time which includes liaising
with parents and staff as well as report
writing at the end of each block.
18
Total budgeted cost: £ 32,420
Contingency In previous years we have supported 345
families during emergency situations,
19 £1000 for example with transport to school,
approximately food shopping, clothing or furniture. We

have therefore set aside money for this
year to account for this.
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