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Homework represents one of the strongest links between a child’s school- and home-life. It offers 
parents and carers frequent opportunities to support their child’s learning and to engage with the 
work completed in class. At Brandlehow, children understand that learning is not something that is 
confined to, or defined by, the school gates.  

Homework is not solely designed to raise attainment – increased engagement and chances for 
parent/carer-child learning are important motivations for setting effective homework. Brandlehow’s 
approach offers families flexibility in deciding what is best for the child. We understand that some 
weeks are busier than others. We also understand that it is often desirable to spend more time 
rehearsing key skills when a child has struggled with something during the week at school. With 
these factors in mind, we have developed a ‘menu’ approach, in which children will be expected to 
complete a minimum number of tasks. Beyond this, children have freedom to complete as many 
additional tasks as they feel necessary. This will also show the children that they have ownership 
over their own learning. 

SCHOOL AIMS  
1.​ To ensure that homework is an enjoyable, manageable and complementary part of children’s 

learning.   
2.​ To provide children with an opportunity to demonstrate skills and talents in contexts that reach 

beyond the classroom. 
3.​ To offer parents and carers insight into what their children are learning at Brandlehow.   
4.​ To provide parents and carers with the opportunity to work with their children in a structured 

manner.  
5.​ To provide children with an opportunity to approach tasks with creative freedom.  
6.​ To support independent learning.  
7.​ To prepare children for the demands of homework at secondary school.  
 
TEACHING STRATEGIES EMPLOYED THROUGH HOMEWORK 
1.​ Consolidation – To reinforce skills and concepts introduced in class.  
2.​ Rehearsal –To practise skills and concepts to ensure they are deeply embedded in children’s 

learning repertoires. 
3.​ Exploration–To prepare children for future learning by allowing them to discover, independently, 

ideas related to a topic.  
4.​ Expansion–To extend children’s understanding of a topic by providing an opportunity to take 

learning to the next stage. 
 
ORGANISATION 
In KS1 and KS2, the children will receive a weekly Maths and Literacy grid. Each grid will contain 
a variety of tasks - some short, some long; some very accessible, some challenging; some 
requiring complete independence and some requiring collaboration - from which the children will 
need to complete a minimum of two activities (in each subject) in KS1 and three activities in KS2. 
Some of the activities will be very similar from one week to the next (for children who require 
frequent rehearsal to help embed key concepts) and some will offer creative variety (for those who 
enjoy exploring new ideas away from school).  
In addition, we will produce a half-termly Topic grid. The children should complete at least one of 
these activities. Some of these will be creative tasks as many children and families thoroughly 
enjoy these larger ambitious projects. However, some of the tasks will be designed to ensure that 
the children can work more independently, requiring very few resources. 



 
Children are expected to complete their homework. However, if for any reason a child is unable to 
do so, they are expected to explain to the class teacher why the homework has not been 
completed before the day that the homework was due to be returned to school. It is vital that 
children take responsibility for their own work. Consequences may be employed – usually 
involving children completing homework during break or ‘privilege’ times. Parents will be informed 
if non-completion persists, and the school will work with families to develop strategies to best 
support good homework routines.  

FEEDBACK 
 
Maths and Literacy tasks will be reviewed by the class team and children will be able to identify 
any areas for improvement. The nature of this review will look different across the phases: 
 
EYFS and KS1: Teachers and/or support staff will celebrate completed work with the children in a 
short, whole-class session. This may involve awarding stickers to children who have made a 
particular effort to complete homework and to those who produce it to a particularly high standard. 
Individual questions may be discussed with the whole class, small groups or individual children 
should misconceptions arise.  
KS2: Teachers and/or support staff will celebrate completed work with the children. Answers to 
Maths and Literacy questions will be shared with the class, and, through peer- and 
self-assessment, children will be able to identify strengths and misconceptions.   
   
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES and ADDITIONAL NEEDS 
 
Homework activities are varied to ensure the needs of all pupils are met. This variation and choice 
also ensures that households with limited resources are able to access and succeed within a task. 
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